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Many rivers in the state are subject to special protection under
the State’s WId, Scenic and Recreational R vers SystemAct. In
the Park, this law is adm nistered by the Agency.

| f you are planning to build, subdivide, or in any way change
the present use or appearance of land within the river area* of
any river on the following list, it is likely you will need an
Agency pernmit.

RI VERS OR SEGVENTS DESI GNATED AS W LD, SCEN C OR RECREATI ONAL:

Anmper sand Br ook Hudson Raquette

Ausabl e | ndependence Red

Bl ack I ndi an Rock

Blue M. Stream Jor dan Round Lake Qutl et
Bog Kunj anmuk Sacandaga
Bouquet Long Pond Qutl et St. Regis

Bor eas Mar i on Sal non

Cedar Mbose Sar anac

Col d Opal escent Schroon

Deer OCswegat chi e W Canada Creek
E. Canada Creek O ter Brook West Stony Creek
G asse Pi seco Qutl et

Wth respect to designated rivers, the | aw and Agency
regul ati ons:

. Require an Agency permt for subdivisions, single famly
dwel I'i ngs and nbst new uses and structures in river areas.

. Prescri be an Agency permt for subdivisions, single famly
dwel I'i ngs and nbst new uses and structures in river areas.

. Regul ate the cutting of trees in the entire river area
(wthin 1/4 mle of the river), including a prohibition on
cutting within 100 feet of the river. (See pages 3-4.)

T~ The "river area" is alnpst always the entire area within % nile of the bank
of the river. For a fewrivers, the boundary of the river area is a different
di stance fromthe river.



. Restrict notorboating and other notorized activities.

. Regul ate bridge and road buil di ng.

. Regul ate structures (such as danms) and activities (such as
dredging or filling) that alter a river's natural flow.

. Al'l ow continuation of lawfully existing, non-conformng uses,
but require permts or variances for expansion or change in use.

. Prohi bit certain "non-conpatibl e" uses.

. Prohi bit new structures in Wld R ver areas.

Please call or wite the Agency if you have any questi on whether a
permt is needed and staff w | assist you.

STUDY RI VERS

The following rivers also are protected as "study rivers" for
possi bl e inclusion under the Wl d, Scenic and Recreational Rivers
System Act. Al devel opment and subdivision within Yam | e of

navi gabl e portions of a study river, outside Haml et and Industrial
Use areas, require an Agency permt.

Bouquet (N. Branch) Gsgood

The Branch OGswegat chi e (Mai n Branch)
East Stony Creek Pl easant Lake Stream
Grasse (Main Branch) Saranac (North Branch)

M Nl MUM SHORELI NE LOT W DTHS AND SETBACKS FOR DESI GNATED RI VER AREAS

Sceni ¢ R ver Areas Recreational River Areas

M ni mum M ni mum M ni mum M ni mum

| ot structure | ot structure
Land Use wi dt h set back wi dt h set back
Cl assification (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet)
Haml et 50* 50* 50* 50*
Moderate Intensity 100* 50* 100* 50*
Low I ntensity 150 250 150 150
Rur al 200 250 200 150
Resour ce Managenent 750 250 300 150
I ndustri al no nni mum 250 no mni nrum 150

* These are the m nimum shoreline ot width and setback requirenents under the APA
Act .



SETBACK MEASUREMENT

Set backs are measured horizontally along the shortest |ine between any
poi nt of the structure (including porches, decks or other structural
attachnments) and any point on the shoreline at the mean hi gh water mark.
(The nean high water mark is the average of the high water |evels over the
years and is frequently well beyond the bank of the river.) The Agency
will determne the nmean hi gh water nark.

DOCKS AND BOATHOUSES

Al'l boat houses in scenic and recreational river areas require a permt from
the Agency. (They are prohibited in wild river areas.) For a structure to
qualify as a "boathouse”, it nust have direct access to a navi gabl e body of
wat er, be used for the storage of boats and associ ated equi pnent and mnust
not contain bathroomor kitchen facilities or be designed or used for

| odgi ng or residency.

Docks are prohibited in wild river areas, and require a permt in scenic
river areas. No permt is required for a dock in a recreational river
area; however, the dock nmust not be wi der than 8 feet.

VEGETATI VE CUTTI NG RESTRI CTI ONS

Part 577.6 of the Agency's regulations provides that in wild river areas
and in scenic and recreational river areas outside ham et and noderate
intensity use areas, the follow ng standards apply:*

(1) Inside the nmean high water mark of the river, or within 100 feet
of the nean high water mark, no trees or other vegetation shall be
harvested, cut, culled, renoved, thinned or otherw se disturbed, other
t han:

(i) the cutting and renoval of up to a maxi num of five percent of
the total basal area of tinber or other vegetation per acre during any 10-
year period for the purpose of clearing the river or a tributary thereof of
fallen trees, or trees which pose a threat of bank undercutting or erosion
or for the undertaking of |and use and devel opnent or subdivision listed in
section 577.4(b) of this Part;

(ii) vegetative cutting upon lands directly associated with any
structure lawfully in existence on April 19, 1976, to the extent necessary
that any existing view of the river fromsuch structure nay be preserved;

(iii) the cutting of firewood by the resident of a dwelling within
the river area for personal use in such dwelling, provided that alternative
sites for the cutting of such firewbod are not readily available to such
resident; or

(iv) in accordance with the terns of an agency rivers project
permt.

* In ham et and noderate intensity use areas, vegetative cutting is regul ated
by the APA Act. The clearcutting of nore than 25 acres (or nore than 3 acres in a
wetland) requires a permit. Shoreline cutting is also restricted.



(2) Between 100 feet fromthe nmean high water mark of the river and
the exterior boundary of the river area:

(i) The cutting and renoval of trees and other vegetation shall be
permitted for the undertaking of rivers projects, |land use and devel opnent
or subdivision listed in section 577.4(b) of this Part, or activities
pursuant to a rivers system | and nmanagenent plan.

(ii) Forest managenent shall conformto recognized silvicultura
systens as defined in Term nol ogy of Forest Science, Technol ogy, Practice
and Products (Washington: Society of American Foresters, 1971) appropriate
to the site, shall be in accordance with the terns of Tinber Harvesting
Gui delines for New York (New York Section of the Society of Anerican
Foresters, June 1975).

(iii) If an even-aged stand of commercial tinber species is
present, one recogni zed regeneration cutting that renoves the main crown
canopy of such stand shall be pernitted upon not nore than one third of the
total area of the stand within the river area during any 10-year period if
undertaken as part of a plan to regenerate the stand.

(iv) In no event, however, shall nore than 15 contiguous acres in
t he same ownership be clearcut, nor shall nore than 50 percent of the basa
area of tinmber in any tract of 30 contiguous acres in the sane ownership be
cut during any 10-year period.

(3) No trees shall be felled into or across the river where
avoi dabl e, and | oggi ng debris which may enter the river shall be renoved.
Any | ogging debris which may enter the area inside the nmean high water mark
of the river or within 100 feet of such nmean high water mark shall be
renmoved, or shall be | opped, for hardwoods, in such fashion that no such
debris neasures higher than four feet fromground | evel, and for conifers,
in accordance with section 9-1113 of the Environnental Conservation Law.

(4) No new | andi ngs shall be established inside the mean hi gh water
mark of the river or wwthin 200 feet of the nmean hi gh water mark
Adequat e provisions shall be made after tinber harvesting to stabilize soi
on all landings, skid trails and wood roads in the river area.

(5) No new sand and gravel extractions associated with forest
managenent shall be located inside the mean high water mark of the river or
within 200 feet of the nean high water mark. Such extractions shall be
invisible fromthe river

(6) Al tinber harvesting operations shall be subject to article 15
(Water Resources) of the Environmental Conservation Law, governing, anong
ot her things, disturbances, nodification and crossing of rivers and
streans. In addition, skidding of logs or trees across rivers shall not be
permtted, except where no feasible alternative exists and a permt
t heref or has been obtai ned pursuant to such article.

(7) Logging equi pnent shall not be stored within 100 feet of the
river, or abandoned within the river area.

(8) Wbod roads shall be located so as to be invisible fromwild rivers
and to minimze their visibility fromscenic and recreational rivers.



